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The truth is that we do find the account
of more than passing interest. Since it is
Somewhat Iong for a day’s column, we are
taking the liberty of splitting it into two
Sections and using it herein.

We have been say ing it for
time — we are on vacation

and will write Reader F. W. Ruckman as’
S00n as possible on our return to the of-
fice and normal duties. i‘ie want to get
from him additional infor mation on an-
olher subject about which he has written.

It seems that he has had a great .‘4‘-“‘011&1
experience during his life whi ch may also
merit telling in the columns of mu PU_T-
”f'I'.'.fifl.

But now to the story of a Pocahontas
County legend — a legend of hear country
which has been shown to have some basis

s fact, Though the written record is onlv
& are mention of a ragie event, the de-
: 1] I are those which have been

word of mouth among
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ROLled aown to

Mrs. Ed Boblett who Was rawed an the
Opposite side of the Bountan from e,
and both of us about g Crow-measured
mile from the scene of the tragedy, had

.natural. born historian, as was her great
aunt, Mary Cackley.

The name of the family, they ranem-
bered, wags Naylor, The young pioncer
had builf a little eabin on a rolling bench
in a low gap in the mouniain. He had
cleared a field and was plowing it in the
Spring with a homemade bull-tongue plow.

Mrs. Naylor was “feelin® poorly™ so
the father, wishing to be helpful, fook the
child along to the field. he. day was

warm. and sunny, The child was left in-a

comliortable soot where the father could
See it as he passed by while at work.
All was peacefyl until the horrified
Jather saw gz large bear carrying the
4heScreaming child into the forest.
P e a2

the Burkeve z :
c = . :
e
. - X O undned
" -

the clearest version. Her mother Was g

o SR segend Gealing Willy 4
S ‘ l-“:\...‘_"ﬁ‘:i IS recoust
—= 10p 0" qhe Morning

Qs pags.

L o a2 Rarfa
T MAS_Dicture were pro



———

)f VoraCious family, who had settled at

sed On Fact

wle J, Hodel

‘e received a Very nice

-0ld resident of Buck-
RS between
‘€, “Your pap-

08 much favor in my
it said that to learn
Pocahontas wa should

Life and am

2 s % 1Y S
" 2L O INter Lf¢t,

2 the account
. Sinee it is
b i We agre
¥4 .;.'-'J WO
: fo d al "1...
. .‘ 3 Week —
¥ W SUCEMan as
¥ Telurg o the of-

i We » &0t W Ret
'.-Z-f‘.a.-‘.‘l,ald.r.‘t LE R
M3 e Bas wWrillen,
W& grea Personal
e waleh May also

s W the Post.

e ;
o & Pucahoptas |
Wil vl Sear counery |

ARE Botse, located

The father’s frantic call
by- the Cochrans, an Inis

the mountain a short time befo
suit and search revealed som
of clothing.and slight traces of the child
on Little Mountain, about two miles dis-
tant, s

The Naylors must have left the country
soon afterwards since 1 find no othep
mention of the name.
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’eople Rushed From Here After Bear, Stolen Child

vided by F. W. Ruckman of
Buckeye. Ruckman reports - the
farm and house were pupchased
by David L. Ruckman in 1832,

and have been in possession of
the Ruckman clan ever since. He
comments on the remowval of the
old house as follows: “It (the

1
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house) should have been pre-
served as a monument tg the
pioneers, who with faith, powder,
an axe, and intestinal fortitude,
carved out of the wilderness fer-
tile farms; built comforiable
homes; left us a rich heritage
which  we should nourish and
perpetuate.™
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